Retropharyngeal calcific tendonitis.
Calcific tendonitis of the longus colli muscle is an uncommon cause of sudden onset of neck pain. Differential diagnosis should include retropharyngeal abscess, traumatic injury or even meningitis. Diagnosis can be made radiographically with plain radiograph which reveals an amorphous calcification anteriorly to C1-C2 and severe swelling of the prevertebral soft tissue. Treatment of choice is conservative and consists of administration of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Clinically the complaints disappear after 1-2 weeks. Follow-up radiographs are, in fact, unnecessary but demonstrate complete resolution of the calcific density and normalization of the prevertebral swelling.